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Last week was cool and damp. Pre-

cipitatlon was widespread and light.

Average temperatures ranged from one to

seven degrees below normal.
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in the field were received from central

and eastern Nebraska. Several south

central counties reported some instances

of stalk rot and lodging.

GENERAL

Row crop harvesting was "the"

activity in Nebraska last week as pro-

ducers took advantage of a favorable break

in the weather. Farmers concentrated on

corn and sorghum early in the week while

soybeans continued to dry down. By week's

end, harvesting of all major row crops ha_

progressed to the halfway mark. Sugar
beet digging continued in western

Nebraska. Freezing temperatures caused

producers and processors concern as to the

quality of the beets • rPm-lnlng to be

harvested. Fall tillage, fencing and

other activities filled the gap between

harvesting. There were an average of 5.1
days suitable for fieldwork.

Topsoil moisture condition rated 8%

short, 58% adequate and 34% surplus.

Subsoil moisture was 19% short, 67%

adequate and 14% surplus. A year ago,
topsoil moisture was 27% short and 73%

adequate. Subsoil supplies were 57%

short, 41% adequate and 2% surplus.

CROPS

Corn harvest pressed forward to 50%

complete, still behind 90% a year ago and

60% average. More reports of corn moldln 8

Soybean harvest progressed to 50%

complete, well behind the 90% average for

both last year and normal. Deterioration

of _mm-ture soybeans affected by the early
frost continued to be a concern of both

producers and elevator operators. Some

producers debated feeding the poorer
quality soybeans to livestock as _ an

alternative, to marketing'the crop and
receiving a dockage at the.elevator.

Combining of sorghum also showed good

progress to 60% harvested. Last year 90%

of the crop was cut and 65% is average.

Reports of grain sorghum lodging continued

to come in from across the State as

producers rush to complete combining. [

Winter wheat condition, continuing to

improve, rated 12% fair, 82% good an_6%
excellent. Added moisture and warmer

weather aided the growth of wheat, j

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies rated

29% short and 71X adequate. Cool season

grasses continued to improve and cattle
were being moved onto stalks as fields

became available. Pregnancy testing cows
revealed more open cows to some ranchers.
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